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2011
Publication of 1st EUA 

Autonomy Scorecard

2015

Some key events 

Development of EUA 
Refugees Welcome 

Map

2016
Coup in Türkiye & 

reprisals again 
university 

communities

2018 (Dec)
Central European 

University announces 
departure from 

Budapest

2019
Publication of joint EUA 

statement on academic 
freedom and 

institutional autonomy

2012 (Mar)
Academic Freedom 

Index launched

2020 (May)
Publication of Statement 
on Academic Freedom 
(EHEA Rome Ministerial 

Communiqué)

2020 (Oct)
Adoption of Bonn 

Declaration on freedom 
of scientific research

2022 (Feb)
Russian invasion

 of Ukraine

2022 (Nov)
Launch of EP 

Academic Freedom 
Monitor

2023
Publication of 4th EUA 
Autonomy Scorecard

2025 (Feb)
Publication of EUA 

Academic Freedom 
principles & 
guidelines

2024 (Jan)
Adoption of EP report 

on the freedom of 
scientific research 

2025 (Jan)
Inauguration of 
President Trump

2024 (May)
Publication of Statements on 
Fundamental Values (EHEA 

Tirana Ministerial 
Communiqué)

End 2025
Higher education 
reform process 

initiated in Georgia

2026 (Mar)
Launch of EUA expert 
group on democracy 

and polarisation
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Current Challenges

Global Risks

Increasing threats worldwide

Polarisation

Extreme societal and political 
division

Regulation

Excessive interference and control

Funding Pressures

Limited funding & top-down 
instruments

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Foster a Shared Understanding of Academic Freedom
Develop institutional guidelines and policies

Ensure Collegial Structures
Sustain academic self-governance as key to academic freedom

Shield from External Pressure & Seek Dialogue
Protect community from interference and intimidation

Secure Diverse Funding
Avoid overdependence on financial sources

Guidelines 
for 
University 
Leadership

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Guidelines for University Communities

Uphold Fundamental Values

Adhere to integrity, quality and 

responsibility standards

Raise Awareness

Encourage open and rigorous debate 

on complex topics

Make Public Case

Explain that academic freedom 

underpins universities' public mandate

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Creating a culture of Academic Freedom

Codes of Conduct
Referenced in employment contracts and job descriptions

Dedicated Focal Points
Establish body or designated leadership member

Regular Training
Mandatory sessions on academic freedom for staff and 
students

Curriculum Integration

Incorporate academic freedom in teaching programmes

Regular Opportunities for Discussion
Academic freedom events for university communities 
and external partners

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Reflections/practical conundrums for university leadership

Impact of geopolitics

Academic freedom vs. openness of science & knowledge security

Academic freedom & funding

Influence of public/private funders on research & teaching?

Academic freedom vs. free speech

Can universities accommodate both?

Intra-institutional pressures
Managing intra-institutional conflicts & assessing one’s own role

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma




Thank you for your attention

monika.steinel@eua.eu

https://twitter.com/intent/follow?source=followbutton&variant=1.0&screen_name=euatweets
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanUniversityAssociation
https://www.youtube.com/c/EuropeanUniversityAssociationEUA
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