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Key Threats Fields of Action

Attacks on academic freedom aim to undermine trust,

Strengthening and defending academic freedom requires
weaken the research ecosystem or steer the direction of research.

action within the research community and in partnership with others.

Political and ideological pressure
Interference, censorship, restrictions
on certain topics or results \
Economic interests
Steering of research through
funding or strategic interests \

Academic
Attacks on individuals '
Harassment, defamation, intimidation = F d m
of researchers ree o

Free research.
New knowledge.
A stronger society.

Robust self-regulation

High quality standards, good research practice,
critical reflection

Clear communication

Open dialogue about findings, uncertainties
and controversies

Stable structures

Reliable employment and funding models,
institutional resilience

Delegitimisation of institutions /
and disciplines

Budget cuts, loss of public support,

: ' e legal preparedness, coordinated responses
general distrust
Disinformation and polarisation Comprehensive monitoring and response

Targeted false claims, politicisation, Systematic analysis of threats, viable response
questioning of scientific knowledge options, cooperation with relevant stakeholders

Solidarity and preparedness
Networks, support structures,

Expected Impact O %o
‘ J O P
A strong academic freedom ... : :
Enables reliable Strengthens trust Provides solutions to . Supports an open,
and innovative knowledge in science and democracy major societal challenges diverse and future-oriented

society
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